
Art 

Self Portraits– Vincent Van Gogh 

 

Background Information 

In this unit of work we are looking at the artist Vincent Van 

Gogh. We will be looking specifically at his style and com-

paring this to other artists such as Pablo Picasso. We will be 

taking inspiration from Van Gogh to create our own self-

portraits looking at the different features of our faces.  

 
 

 

In this unit the children will… 

 

• Use a range of materials such as pastels, charcoal and paint. 

 

• Take inspiration from Vincent Van Gogh’s artwork to develop our 

own self-portraits. 

 

• Explore mark making using a variety of tools. 



By the end of this unit…. 

 

All children will: 

Create a self-portrait using pastels.  

Recognise a piece of artwork creat-

ed by Vincent Van Gogh. 

 

Most children will: 

Explain what he/she likes about the 

work of others. 

Use artwork to record ideas, obser-

vations and experiences.  

 

Some children will: 

Experiment with different materials 

to design a two dimensional piece 

of art.  

Know the names of tools, tech-

niques and elements he/she uses.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Vincent Van Gogh, Portrait, Features, Pastels, 

Charcoal, Lines, Harsh, Soft. 


