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LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME, AND DO NOT HINDER THEM, FOR THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD BELONGS TO SUCH AS THESE. (Luke 18:16) 

 

This policy is written in line with our Christian values of love, respect, honesty, 

resilience and thankfulfulness. 

 

Introduction  

In our school we teach a foreign language (French) to all our children, except those 

in the 2 year old class, as part of our normal school curriculum. We believe that a 

Modern Foreign Language prepares pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world 

in which work and live, particularly relevant as we live so close to France.The rise of 

international commerce means that pupils need to be equipped with the skills 

needed in the international workplace. The choice of which language to teach is 

secondary to the lifelong language learning skills that the pupils will be encouraged 

to develop. Skills that they will be able access in the future will help them to learn 

new languages or to improve their competence in an existing language. Increased 

capability in the use of MFL promotes initiative, confidence and independent learning 

and encourages diversity within society. 

 

Aims  

The aim of learning a modern foreign language in primary school is :  

To foster an interest in learning other languages;  

To introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;  

To make young children aware that language has a structure, and that the structure 

differs from one language to another;  

To help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;  

To develop their speaking and listening skills;  

To lay the foundations for future study. 

To foster an interest in the world around them. 

 

Teaching and Learning  

Using the National Curriculum (2014) guidance for teaching MFL, we plan for each 

year group to progress with their learning using a variety of topics. To support 

teaching staff, the school subscribes to the online scheme of work Language Angels 

http://www.languageangels.com/schools The Language Angels scheme of work 



ensures progression in accordance with the KS2 Framework for Languages. We use 

a variety of techniques to encourage the children to engage actively with French, 

including games and action songs. A physical element comes into many of the 

games, as this serves to reinforce memory. The lessons are as entertaining and 

enjoyable as possible because this helps to develop a positive attitude towards the 

learning of foreign languages.  

All pupils have a regular session of French each week (approximately 20-40 

minutes). These lessons and activities may be incorporated into the day to day 

classroom activities and will be delivered by the classroom or support teacher. This 

system ensures progression and skills development, plus other opportunities 

throughout the week, to practice what they have learned. 

 

Resources  

Language Angels provides all the resources online for each lesson. The scheme 

includes: lesson plans, Powerpoint presentations with embedded sound files, songs, 

games, worksheets and other activities. 

 

The curriculum  

French is the modern foreign language that is taught in our school. The curriculum 

that is followed is based on the guidance given in the revised National Curriculum. 

The children are taught to know and understand how to: 

 • understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of 

authentic sources. speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, 

finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion 

and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation 

and intonation.  

• write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt. discover and develop an appreciation 

of a range of writing in the language studied.  

• listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 

responding  

• read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

• explore patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 

spelling, sound and meaning of words  

• present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  

• appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in French  

• understand basic grammar e.g. nouns, masculine and feminine forms etc  



We also incorporate opportunities in lessons to look at and experience aspects of 

French life that pupils can compare and contrast with their own experiences.  

During French sessions children are given the opportunity to work as a class, as 

individuals and as part of a group. The choice of class organisation is determined by 

the learning task. By its nature MFL will involve lots of interaction with visual, 

auditory and kinaesthetic prompts. Lessons involve a range of activities and try to 

follow the listen, repeat (call and response), practise and show model of learning. 

 

Inclusion  

All pupils will have the opportunity to develop MFL capability. The school promotes 

equal opportunities and fairness of distribution of MFL resources. Children with other 

languages at home are encouraged to use them for educational benefit, and parents 

are offered advice about what is appropriate. Efforts are made to ensure that 

languages used at home are highlighted in the classroom once a teacher has been 

notified. The school recognises the motivational advantages of the use of MFL by 

children with special educational needs. 

 

Assessment, Record Keeping, and Reporting  

Most assessment is formative and is used to support teaching and learning and 

inform future planning. If any written MFL work is produced, it is marked in line with 

the school policy on marking. For reporting purposes, a brief summary of the 

learning objectives for the year is given in the annual report to parents. A comment 

and grade for effort and aptitude in learning is also given. 

 

Monitoring  

Monitoring is carried out by the Headteacher, a member of senior management team 

or the MFL coordinator, in the following ways:  

 Informal discussion with staff and pupils  

Observation of MFL displays  

Classroom observation 


