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Let the children come to me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Luke 18:16) 

This policy is based upon our Christian values of thankfulness, respect, honesty, love and resilience. 

 

HISTORY POLICY 

This policy sets out a framework which provides guidance on planning, teaching and assessment in History.Our Aims   

Our History curriculum is designed to stimulate our pupils’ interest and encourage an understanding of the past, focussing on our 

locality, Britain and the wider world. We teach children a sense of chronology; allowing them to develop a sense of identity, understand 

life today and develop a stronger cultural understanding. We purposefully teach our children to investigate the past; developing skills in 

enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem solving.  

Key Objectives  

. to stimulate curiosity and create interest in the past   

. to develop knowledge and understanding of how people lived in other times and how those times were different from today 

. to develop the ability to communicate historical knowledge in a variety of forms 

. to enable children to know about significant events in British history, and to appreciate how things have changed over time  

. to develop a sense of chronology 

. to encourage thinking about cause and effect  
 

History Curriculum Planning 

We use the National Curriculum as the basis for our planning. We carry out curriculum planning in history in three phases (long term, 
medium and short term).  We have created our own Curriculum Progression Document to use a long-term planning guide. The long-
term plan maps the history topics studied, whilst the class teacher writes the lesson plans for each history lesson from a medium-term 
plan. We ensure we teach diversity throughout our curriculum by focussing on significant people, events and traditions covering a 
spectrum of race, gender, cultures and time periods. An overview of our curriculum is shown below. 

 



  

Term RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

1 All About Me 

Chronological study of 
their life  

Toys through Time 

Chronological Study of 
Toys through Time 

 Stone Age  

Village life in Skara 
Brae 

Roman Legacy  

Roman Cities and 
Daily Life  

Victorian Life 

Victorian Education 

Ancient Greece 

Greek Achievements 

Olympics 

2 Celebrations 

Birthdays 

Bonfire Night 

Diwali 

Christmas Nativity 

 Explorers 
Ibn Battuta 

 

Christopher Columbus 

Amy Johnson 

Robert Falcon Scott 

 Bronze Age to Iron 
Age  

Changes in life from 
Stone Age – Iron Age 

Stone Henge 

Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings 

Invasion and 
settlement within 

Britain 

Explorers 

Comparative study of 
achievements of 
Shackleton and 

Matthew Henson 

(Geography link) 

The Stone Age 

 

Hunter Gatherers 

3 A long time ago…  

Change in seasons  

Dinosaurs – Fossil 
Hunter, Mary Anning 

Transport 

Transport – change 
through time 

     

4 Minibeasts and 
Growing 

David Attenborough 

Change in plants and 
animals 

  Maya Civilization 
AD900 

Cultural developments 
in Maya 

Ancient Egypt 

How Egyptian Beliefs 
Influenced Life in 

Egypt  

The Space Race 

Exploring the Space 
Race  

Evolution   

Charles Darwin 

 

5 Rhymes  

Traditional rhymes and 
songs from the past 

and present 

The Hart Dyke Family 
and Kentish Life 

Influence and impact 
of Hart Dyke Family on 

our locality  

Romany Life and 
Farming 

The Great Fire of 
London 

Impact of the fire on 
London   

Roman Invasion of 
Britain 

Invasion - Roman 
Army  

 Boudicca 

 World War II 

Life During the War 

 Evacuation  

 

The History of 
Graffiti 

Chronological study 
into history of graffiti  

6 Under the sea 

Seaside activities 

Discovery of sea life 

The History of Space 
Travel 

Timeline of space 
travel  

Our Local Area 

Railways - George 
Stephenson  

 Tudors 

Henry VIII   

 

 The History of 
Swanley 

Development of 
Swanley since 1940 



  

 

EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

Currently, Nursery and Reception teach the same topic areas. However, Reception have a key focus which binds their teaching to the 
wider whole school curriculum. Key Stage 1 teaching focusses on specific events, places and people which ties into topics studied in 
greater depth in Key Stage 2.  

The curriculum has been designed around substantive concepts which are known as ‘Golden Threads’ which stitch the teaching and 
learning together in a progressive and cohesive manner. Therefore, learning can be constructed through a spiral curriculum; building 
on past learning and drawing comparisons between periods, people and places.      

 

How We Teach   

Our teaching enables children to think as historians using the process of enquiry. We believe in the importance of teaching creatively 
through examining historical artefacts whilst studying both primary and secondary sources.  

We want children to have the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance, enjoy museums or have visitors come to school to bring 
history to life. We recognise and value the importance of stories and regard this as an significant way of stimulating interest in the past.  

Our History Curriculum and Geography Curriculum are interlaced within some topics, such as the History of Swanley in Year 6, as well 
as having terms purely dedicated to either History or Geography. The curriculum overview above highlights when History is specifically 
taught and what elements of the topic are covered. We record children’s learning in a combined Topic book and mark according to the 
school’s standard marking policy. 

The Curriculum Progression Document clearly states which historical period needs to be taught and specifically what needs to be 
covered that term. It is tied together through mini enquiries and common themes.    

 

Enquiry Led Learning 

We endeavour to provide quality history provision with historical enquiry at its heart as we believe that planning that is inspired by this 
approach provides a firm foundation for creative, stimulating and knowledge rich learning. Each topic begins with a key enquiry 
question and each lesson will have a component question which forms part of the larger enquiry – examples of which are in the 
Curriculum Progression Document.  



  

We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should always ask 
searching questions (e.g. ‘How do we know?’) about information they are given. Through historical enquiry children can be shown: 

- how to ask questions 

- select and evaluate evidence  

- make critical judgments about the past  

- to develop an understanding that there is more than one side to a story and that history is multi-perspective  

- how to hypothesising about the past based on evidence to answer questions  

- understand chronology  

Philosophy for Children (P4C)  

Philosophy for Children is a tool to stimulate critical and creative thinking skills, it also improves communication skills and helps 

children learn to co- operate with others in a community of enquiry. Our History teaching links by framing learning through big 

questions, such as ‘What was it like for children at school in Victorian times?’ This type of question provides a stimulus for further 

investigation, thereby extending and deepening children’s ideas through open-ended dialogue. 

 

Substantive Concepts (Golden Threads) 

Substantive concepts weave their way through the whole curriculum from Reception to Year 6. These Four concepts stitch the 
curriculum together, through the years, and are referred to as ‘Golden Threads’. There are links between the Threads in History and 
Geography to develop a more cohesive curriculum overall. 

They underpin the whole school curriculum, teaching and learning and our assessment process. We use colour coded needle and 
thread images to represent each Thread of learning. We display them on the whiteboard during lessons, in the learning objective or 
question so children clearly know which ‘thread’ is being studied each lesson.  

We expect our children to be able to draw on previous learning to compare and contrast historical events within each ‘Thread’ e.g. In 
Year 6, children would be able to discuss which inventions they felt have most impact their lives today; drawing on knowledge taught 
throughout the years. 

The Golden Threads coverage is shown below. 



  

 

 

Golden Threads 
 Traditions and Beliefs 

 

Power and Conflict

 

   Community Change and Growth 
 

 

Journeys and Exploration 
 

 

R
EC

EP
TI

O
N

 Celebrations 
Rhyming and Traditional Stories 

Seasons and Routines 
Fossil Hunting 

 All about me 
Seasons and Routines 

Fossil Hunting 
Celebrations 

In the Garden 

All about me 
In the Garden 
Under the sea 

Y
r1

 Kentish Life 
Toys 

 

 Toys 
The Hart Dyke Family  

Kentish Life 

Kentish Life 
The Hart Dyke 
Space Travel 

Y
r2

 Explorers The Great Fire of London Our Locality – Swanley 
The Great Fire of London 

Explorers 
Our Locality - Swanley 

Y
r3

 

Stone Age Settlements 
Bronze Age to Iron Age 

Maya Civilisation 

Maya Civilisation AD900 
Roman Invasion 

 

Stone Age Settlements 
Bronze Age to Iron Age 

Roman Invasion 
Maya Civilisation 

Roman Invasion 
Bronze Age to Iron Age 

Y
r4

 

Ancient Egypt 
Tudors 

Roman Legacy 

Anglo-Saxon/Vikings 
Ancient Egypt 

Tudors 
Roman Legacy 

Anglo-Saxon/Vikings 
Ancient Egypt 

Tudors 
Romans 

Roman Legacy 

Anglo-Saxon/Vikings 
Roman Legacy 

 

Y
r5

 

Victorian Britain 
 

Victorian Britain 
The Space Race 

World War II 

Victorian Britain 
Explorers 

The Space Race 
World War II 

Explorers 
The Space Race 

World War II  
Evolution - Darwin 

Y
r6

 Ancient Greece 
History of Graffiti 

Ancient Greece 
History of Graffiti 

History of Graffiti 
History of Swanley 

 

https://foto.wuestenigel.com/palette-of-colored-threads-on-white-background/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


  

 

Access to the Curriculum 

We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of ability in history, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities 
for all children by matching the challenge of the task and making learning accessible through: 

· Creating a school adopted timeline with all taught periods of time, labelling all the taught eras across the school. Each time period is 
accompanied by an image and label.  

· Creating a generic Knowledge Organiser for each historical topic taught – featuring key vocabulary, key individuals, key events, 
picture references and a school adopted timeline. The knowledge organisers detail: The key dates, Timeline, Important figures, Key 
Vocabulary  

· Designing the curriculum with substantive themes (Golden Threads); drawing knowledge together and making learning relevant and 
linked. We use a colour coded system with images displayed on whiteboard lessons, in learning objectives or the class whiteboard. We 
are clear as to what strand is being studied in each lesson and enquiry. 

· We use creative techniques to engage the learner, including primary evidence held in topic boxes, stories, photographs, maps, 
census material, audio and visual prompts  

. We present information in a variety of creative ways - teacher presentations, role play, drama, storytelling, question and answer 
sessions, discussions and debates, individual and group research, fieldwork, and visits to museums and sites of historic interest, 
drama groups and guest speakers. 

. We record learning in a variety of formats – photographs, diagrams, labels, pictures, sketches, charts, tables, Venn diagrams, 
posters, advertisements, timelines, extended writing, fact sheets, biographies, writing in role, descriptions, diaries, information sheets 
etc.     

 

Routine Expectations   

To ensure consistency in our teaching and delivery of History we have some universal expectations and routines which need to be 
followed  

1. Individual lessons or a series of lessons should be introduced using the Learning/Enquiry Question alongside the Golden 
Thread foci. A master copy of these sticker formats is kept on the Staff Shared Drive in the History Folder/Golden Threads.  

 



  

The Enquiry Question and Golden Thread should always be clearly stated at the beginning of each lesson. Children should be able to 
refer, when questioned, to both of these elements. 

2. All children should have a standardised timeline in the front of their Topic books (see below) which should be introduced at the 
start and referred to throughout the topic. Teachers should use this timeline on the whiteboards and displays when addressing 
the chronology of topic against other time periods studied. A master copy can be found in the Staff shared Drive in the History 
Folder/Powerpoint formats. 

 

The aim is to embed chronology across the whole school. Children should be able to order studied periods chronologically, knowing 
which era came before or after. More topic specific timelines will be needed to break down the topic studied further, such as the events 
of Fire of London. 

3. Each topic area should be accompanied by a Knowledge Organiser – this needs to contain a 
timeline, key vocabulary, images of key individuals with a blurb, timeline of key events, 
relevant photographs and anything else what would support children’s understanding of the 
topic. A master copy can be found in the Staff shared Drive in the History Folder/Powerpoint 
formats. 
 

 
 



  

4. A ‘mini-museum’ should be set up in the classroom that displays artefacts and books related 
to the topic being studied. Children to be taught to handle the objects carefully. However, the 
display should act like a working wall and develop as the topic unfolds. The mini-museum is 
to spark interest, enquiry and questioning. Children should be encouraged to contribute to it, 
whilst key vocabulary, dates and events should be clearly displayed. 

 

 

Resourcing 

There should be sufficient resources for all history-teaching units in the school. Each class teacher is responsible for ensuring the 
contents are stored carefully within the specified topic box. 

Each classroom should have a current display of the term’s topic whether wall mounted or in the form of a ‘classroom mini-museum’ 
with artefacts that can be studied and handled. Encouraging children to label and write descriptions of the artefacts would be invaluable 
to the enquiry process.  

The library has a wealth of books for each topic area and each teacher should be using them within the ‘mini-museum’ on displays and 
being used as part of the Enquiries.   

 

Diversity 

We know Britain is a diverse and culturally rich country with a long-standing immigration and migration history. We ensure we teach 
history as objectively as possible, avoiding stereotypes and having challenging but sympathetic conversations when needed. We 
ensure we have a focus for Black History Month each year but more importantly layer of curriculum with a diverse range of key 
individuals.  

 

Assessment 

The knowledge, skills and understanding in the programmes of study identify the aspects of history in which pupils make progress: 

- Chronological understanding.  
- Knowledge and interpretation of events, people and changes in the past.   
- Historical enquiry. 



  

Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements during lessons. On completion of work, the teacher assess the 
work and uses this information to plan future learning. Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help guide his or her progress. 
Children should also be encouraged to assess their own learning too, sometimes providing peer feedback. 

 

Monitoring and Review 

The history subject leader is responsible for the: 

- Develop, implement and review the Curriculum Progression Document 
- Monitoring of quality of history teaching throughout the school 
- Resourcing, auditing and ordering of history resources 
- Coverage of the curriculum and supporting colleagues in their teaching 
- CPD of staff in relation to current/new developments in the subject 

The monitoring of teaching may take the form of learning walks, pupil voice interviews, book looks, informal discussions, formal and 
informal lesson observations and feedback on displays. 

 

 

This policy will be reviewed in December 2026 

 

       

 


