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INTRODUCTION 

 

"Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables 

them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a 

child's experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their 

future life chances. A safe, secure and happy childhood is important in its own 

right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning together, provide the 

foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they 

grow up." (Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, DfE, 

2021) 
 

 

PRINCIPLES 

The Early Years Foundation Stage is based upon four principles as stated in the 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (DfE, 2021): - 

• A Unique Child - We recognise that every child is a competent learner who 

can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. We know that 

children develop in individual ways and at varying times. Children's 

attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from 

others. We use praise and encouragement as well as celebration and 

rewards to encourage and develop a positive attitude to learning. 

• Positive Relationships - We recognise that children learn to be strong and 

independent from secure relationships and aim to develop caring, 

respectful and professional relationships with the children and their 

families. We recognise that parents/carers are children’s first and most 

enduring educators and we value being partners with them in their child’s 

education. 

• Enabling Environments - We recognise that the environment plays a key 

role in supporting and extending the children's development. We set up our 

environment in learning areas where children are able to find, locate and 

play with equipment and resources independently. There are also areas 

where children can be active as well as areas where they can be quiet and 

rest. Through observations we assess the children's interests, stages of 

development and learning needs before planning challenging and achievable 

activities and experiences to extend their learning, 

• Learning and Development - The Early Years Centre and Reception Class 

(Foundation Stage) are organised to allow all children to explore and learn 

securely and safely, including those with Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities (SEND). Through observations we assess the children's 

interests, stages of development and learning needs before planning 

challenging and achievable activities and experiences to extend their 

learning.  



 

 

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. 

At St. Mary's we greatly value the importance that the EYFS plays in laying 

secure foundations for future learning and development. However, we also believe 

that early childhood is valid in itself as part of life. It is important to view the 

Early Years Foundation Stage as preparation for life and not simply for the next 

stage of education. 

 

 

THE TEAM 

Early Years Lead – Mrs Shelton 

School Governor EYFS – Mr Smith 

Headteacher – Mrs McGarrigle 

 

TWO-YEAR-OLD ROOM – Rosen Class  

Room Lead – Ms Bridger   

Nursery Nurse – Miss O’Neill    

Nursery Nurse – Miss Tait 

Hours – Monday to Friday (AM) 8:30-11:30; (PM) 12:30-3:30 

(30hrs) 9:00-3:00; (35hrs) 8:30-3:30 

  

NURSERY – Donaldson Class 

Teacher – Mrs Shelton 

Nursery Nurse – Mrs Orpin 

Nursery Nurse – Miss Arnold 

Hours – Monday to Friday (30hrs) 9:00-3:00; (35hrs) 8:30-3:30 

 

NURSERY – Carle Class 

Teacher – Miss Runeckles 

Nursery Nurse – Miss Watkins 

Hours – Monday to Friday (AM) 8:30-11:30; (PM) 12:30-3:30; 

(30hrs) 9:00-3:00; (35hrs) 8:30-3:30 

 

RECEPTION 

Teacher – Miss Laurie 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Holland 

 

 

 

 



AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

We aim to support all children to become independent and collaborative learners. 

We will provide a broad and balanced curriculum that will enable children to 

develop personally socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically, creatively and 

intellectually to their full potential.  

 

At St. Mary's we aim to:- 

• Provide a safe, challenging, stimulating, caring and sharing environment 

which is sensitive to the needs of the child including children with 

additional needs. 

• Provide a broad, balanced, relevant, exciting and creative curriculum that 

follows interests, experiences and opportunities for imagination and 

wonder! 

• Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and 

helping each child to progress. 

• Enable choice and decision making, fostering independence and self-

confidence. 

• Develop excellent relationships with parents/carers to build a strong 

partnership in supporting their children. 

•  Provide opportunities whereby children experience a challenging and 

enjoyable programme of learning and development. 

• Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the 

requirements of the individual child. 

• Help children develop positive social interactions with peers and adults 

alike. We encourage good manners and consideration for the needs of 

others. 

 

INCLUSION 

We value the diversity of individuals within the school and believe that every child 

matters. All children at St Mary’s Primary School are treated fairly regardless 

of race, gender, religion or stage of learning. All families are valued within our 

school. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their personal best and 

planning is adapted to meet the needs of all groups and abilities. We do this by 

taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when we are planning 

for their learning. 

 

SAFEGUARDING AND WELFARE PROCEDURES 

Our Safeguarding and Welfare procedures are outlined in our Child Protection 

policy. In line with statutory requirements all EYFS staff have supervision 

regularly throughout the year. 

 



CURRICULUM 

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are 

equally important and inter-connected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas 

are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for 

learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and 

thrive.  

Learning and development is categorised into three 'prime' areas of learning: - 

1. Communication and Language 

2. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

3. Physical Development 

 

Additionally, the prime areas are strengthened and applied through four 

'specific' areas of learning: - 

1. Literacy 

2. Mathematics 

3. Understanding the World 

4. Expressive Arts and Design 

 

 

CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING 

The characteristics of effective learning underpin achievement of these prime 

and specific areas of learning. They describe factors which play a central role in 

a child's learning and in becoming an effective learner and are vital elements of 

support for the transition process from EYFS to Year 1. The characteristics 

represent processes rather than outcomes. Information describing the child's 

characteristics of effective learning will provide Year 1 teachers with vital 

background and context when considering the child's next stage of development 

and future learning needs. 

 

PLAYING AND EXPLORING - ENGAGEMENT 

• Finding out and exploring 

• Playing with what they know 

• Being willing to 'have a go' 

 

ACTIVE LEARNING - MOTIVATION 

• Being involved and concentrating 

• Keep trying 

• Enjoying and achieving what they set out to do 

 

 



CREATING AND THINKING CRITICALLY - THINKING 

• Having their own ideas 

• Making links 

• Choosing ways to do things 

 

 

In the Foundation Stage the aim of both indoor and outdoor play is to provide a 

stimulating environment for children’s learning in all areas of the EYFS 

curriculum. Activities are planned to develop enquiring minds and motor skills 

through self-expression and investigation. Growing children need to develop in a 

more challenging environment. Our aim is to meet those challenges and ensure 

they have the necessary skills, concepts and confidence to meet the next stage 

of their development. 

 

Staff will provide continuous provision in order to encourage independent 

learners. Experiences will be planned showing a good balance between child 

initiated and adult led experiences. As children grow older, and as their 

development allows, the balance gradually shifts towards more adult-led activities 

to help children prepare for more formal learning, ready for year 1 (please see 

Transition Policy). 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Planning reflects a wide range of exciting and stimulating experiences, meeting 

all children's interests and stretching them through questions and challenges. We 

make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to 

ensure that future planning reflects identified needs, including observations 

shared by parents and/or carers. Ongoing assessment also identifies the level of 

achievement, interest and learning styles of our children. These observations are 

recorded in our ‘Marvellous Me’ books/Learning Journeys, along with photographs, 

examples of work and ‘WOW’ moments.  

 

When a child is aged between 2 and 3, staff review their progress and provide 

parents and/or carers with a written summary of the child’s development in the 

three ‘prime’ areas. This ‘progress check’ highlights the areas in which a child is 

progressing well and the areas in which additional support is needed. 

 

Every term (six weeks) we share with all parents in the EYFS, children’s ‘next 

steps’ covering all seven areas of learning (3 prime and 4 specific). 

 

Within the first 6 weeks that a child starts reception, staff will administer the 

Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA).  



At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils 

are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are: 

• Meeting expected levels of development 

• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’) 

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or 

carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for 

their child.  

The profile is moderated internally (referring to the Development Matters 

guidance) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent 

assessment judgements. EYFS profile data is submitted to the local authority.   

 

THE LEARNNG ENVIRONMENT 

The Early Years classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn 

securely and safely. There are areas where the children can be active, quiet, 

creative etc. Each classroom has defined learning areas, where children are able 

to find and locate equipment and resources independently. The Foundation Stage 

has enclosed outdoor areas, and children are able to free‐flow between the indoor 

and outdoor spaces. Being outdoors offers the children opportunities for doing 

things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. They are able 

to explore, use their senses, develop their language skills and be physically active. 

We plan activities and resources both inside and outside enabling the children to 

develop in all the areas of learning. 

 

THE OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT 

Outdoor play should be seen as an integral part of early years provision. It should 

be seen as a continuation of the indoor environment. Learning outside the 

classroom supports the development of healthy and active lifestyles by offering 

children opportunities for physical activity, freedom and movement, and 

promoting a sense of well‐being. It gives them contact with the natural world and 

offers them experiences that are unique to outdoors, such as direct contact with 

the weather and the seasons. Being outdoors also offers the children 

opportunities for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when 

indoors. They are able to explore, use their senses, develop their language skills 

and be physically active. 

 

Outdoor play also supports children’s problem‐solving skills and nurtures their 

creativity, as well as providing rich opportunities for their developing imagination, 

inventiveness and resourcefulness. And, of course, the outdoor environment 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters--2


offers more space than indoors and therefore is particularly important for those 

children who learn best through active movement. This is why, at St. Mary’s 

families are asked to provide their children with appropriate all‐purpose clothing 

(Wellington boots /rainproof macs with hoods) so we can learn outside whatever 

the weather! 

The garden is therefore an integral part of our planned curriculum. It will be 

available in most weathers, ensuring that play is varied, challenging and exciting. 

The children will be encouraged to become independent learners and to freely 

access the indoor and outdoor environment. Areas of the garden are defined and 

zoned so that children know what activities are taking place. This encourages the 

children to try different things and they become experts in their own learning.  

 

It will provide a safe place where they can use their voices on a louder scale, 

express their feelings and energy! 

 

 

 


